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Tueldap, February 22. 1709. | 


Am now upon THE TRADE TO 
AFRICA, as the moft feafonable Sub- 
je&t I canenter upon; I have takea 
up fome of your Time wich it, and muft 
take up a little more, for it merits to be 
fpoken te. Inmy laft I only difcours’d the 
general Heads; 1- Whether it is a ufeful 
Trade, and ought to be preferv'd to this 
Nation? 2- Whether is the beft Method 
of Management to render it moft ufeful to 
us, an open Trade or a Company 2 : 
The firft I detetmin’d in the Affirmative, 
and gave my Reafons forit; the laftl af 
fign'd to a Company, and gave fome 
Reafuns alfo for thats ashes 
I am now to proceed in the Examination 
of the Circumftances of this Trade, and to 
enquire, what Sort ofa Company is the moft 
proper for this Trade ? 


Now, becaufe Iknow, I fteer thro’ a 
very narrow Strait, aod have nice Preten- 
ders on either hand, neither of whom I feek 
to gratifie, or value one Half-penny to-dif- 
oblige, yet I muft endeavour to theer clear 
of the Rocks that either fide lurk bebind, 
and make {mooth all the Difficulties as I 

O> 

In order to this, I muft explain what I 
mean by MOST PROPER; What Com. 
pany is moft proper ? By moft proper 1 mean, 
—Beft adapted to preferve the Trade, re- 
ftore it tq its flourifhing Circumfances, 
and to anfwer the main Ead of «¢ Trade to 
Africa, Viz. Effe@tually co fupply the Plan- 
tations with Negre Slaves, which indeed is 
the great Point that makes this Trade fo 
valuable tous. _ 


In 
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In order to this, it is neceflary a little 
to enter into the Pretences offer’d on both 
fides by the contending Parties, and how 
fir the prefent Company or the feparate. 
Traders are or are not capable of this great 


ork. — 

Not that I fhall at all enter upon the 
Complaints on either fide, the Clamours 
rar at the Corruption of Management on 
one hand, or the deftruétive felfith Projeéts 
in Trade on the other ; as they are nothing 
tome, fo they are nothing to the Queftion 
in Debate The Queftion is not, 
whether this Company has a@ed fairly, or 
whether the Iaterlopers have aéted fairly; 
Whether THIS COMPANY fhall be 
_eftablifh’d, or the Trade laid open, and 
the Company deftroy’d, but whether A 
COMPANY fhall be eftablifh’d, and the 
Trade preferv'd, AND HOW ? 

And before J fet down the Pretences on 
either hand, J fhall lay down this asa Max- 
im, and which] dare fay, no Body will dif 
pute with me , Viz. That no Men, or Sett 
of Men in the Nation, ought to be trufted 
with, or engag’d in the Trade to Africa, 
but fuch as can give to this Kingdom a cer- 
tain Security, that the Trade fhall be pre- 
ferv'd to the Nation. 

Andhere, that J may explain Things as I 
go, 1 mufttell you, what I mean by Secu- 
rity, and what by preferving the Trade. 

By Security, I mean, a Satisfa@ion, not 
Perfonal Bonds, for I do not think, that 
any fuch Obligation can be fatisfa&tory to 
theNatior fora Thing of that Confequences 
but to have the Nation fully fatisfy’d, it 
ought to be in the Power of the Nation to 
force the Performance—Bonds and Obli- 
gations go no farther than this, that in Cale 
of Failure, the Penalty which is pecuniary 
isrecover'dy if a Sett of Men were to give 
five hundred Thoufand Pound Bond to fup- 
ply the Plantations with Negroes, and did 
not perform ; you might indeed fue the 
Perfons for the Negteét, and in doing that, 
might catch an Englifb Proverb ; but fup- 
pofe you recover’d the Penalty, you get in- 
deed a great Sum of Money, and in the 
mean time the Colonies are ruin’d. Pray, 
where w the Equivalent? What wil repair 
the Lofs? 


B giving Security therefore that 
Trade fhall be preferv’d, I am to be under- — 
ftood, putting it upon the greateft Moral — 
Certainty that itcan be put upon, thatthe — 
Thing may not only be promis’d, but be 
really done ; and how this willbe, whether — 
by a promifcous Trade or anexclufiveCom- 
pany, will foon appear. ‘a 

It remains to explain, whatI mean by 
preferving the Trade, and this is very 
fhort ; by preferving the Trade, I mean, 
keeping it up toits full Extent in all the 
ufeful and neceffary Branches of it, viz. 
The Export of Manufaétures, the Returns — 
of Gold, -and the Supply of Negroes. 

Now, without any Refleétion upon Per- 
fons, upon Schemes, wpon Projeéts or Pree 
tences on one hand or another, I doaffirm, 
and undertake to prove ; 

That the Nation can have no effeétual 
Security, that the Trade to Africa 
can be fupported, maintain’d or pre- 
fery’d, in the Sence as above explain’d, 
without a Joint-Stock incorporated 

_and vefted, with the whole Power of 
the Commerce: exclufively under 
ftood. 

In order to make this out, I fhall firft 
examine all the Schemes and Propofals I 
have met with, for the carrying on this 
Trade, as well on the Company’s Behalf, as 
on the Side of the feparate Traders; and if 
poffible thew you, 

1. Wherein they are all defedtive. 

And, 

2. What is wanted to fecure and pre- 

ferve this Trade, as above 


I take it for granted, asif it had been al- 
ready difputed, and both Parties allow’dit, 
that the Trade cannot be carry’d on or. 
preferv’d in its prefent Condition, neither 
by one Party nor the other; that it is juft 
at the Brink of being blown up and de- 
ftroy’d, that the Strife between the Comes 
pany and the feparate Traders, and thofe fe- 
parate Traders interfering one with another, 
has brought it to Deaths Door, as we call it, 
and that if it fhould be left in the Circum- 
ftances it is now in, it might linger and lan- 
guith ona while,but would of Courfe expire, 
and die in a fhort time —---- And if either 
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Company or {eparate Traders are dif 1. Suppofe, the neceffary Charge of the 

; eas'd at this, I may give my Reafons for Trade for the riot tree 
 itat their Demand. Porting the Forts, Caftles and Faétu- 
To proceed then with the feveral Propo- ries abroad, with Et-Catera’s athome, _ 
__ fals for the carrying on this Trade, which prove fo great, that the Trade is 
now feem the general Subje& of Debate in not in a Condition by any reafonable a 
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this Town, I fhall examine them a-part. 


4, Some fay thus ; 


We agree with you, that the Trade 
fhould not be laid open, that the Forts 

and Caftles are uleful, tho’ wedo not 

think they are in that Pofture of De- 
fence, which fome People talk of, but 

~ that they fhould be preferv’d and bet- 
ter manag’d than they have been, we 
joyn in that, and we are fora regula- 
ted Company, fuch a Company as the 
Turkey, Hambro’, and Ruffia Companies 
now are, in which Capacity every 
Man trades upon his private Stock, 
and the Trade being charg’d with an 
Indulto or Tax for the neceflary 
Charges of its Support, the Committee 
conitantly appointed by the faid Com- 
pany fhall have the Charge of théir 
faid Forts and Caftles, defend and 
maintain the Trade, and furnifh every 
thing needful for that Defence, being 
empower'd for that End to levy fuch 
Sums of Money upon the whole Com- 
merce by equal Proportions, as they 
find neceffary for that Work. 


This is really a very fair Scheme, and 
were it alike, whole in all its Parts, might 
be effeétual enough to anfwer the End. 

But ftill my geaeral Maxim laid down as 
a Principle in this Trade, comes in and afks 
this Queftion ; : 

Js fuch a Settlement as this capable to 
give a reafonable Security to the Na- 
tion, that the Trade to Africa thal 
be preferv’d ? For, as is laid 
down above, 

No Man or Sett of Men ought to be trufted 
with a Trade of this Nature and Confe- 
quence, but fuch a cam give 4 full Sa- 
tisfation to the Publick, that thy Trade 
foall be preferv'd to the Nativn. 

Now in Cafe of the projeéted Settlement 

above, I would afk afew Queitions. 


Tax to maintain. 

Tf the Mul& of 10 per Cent, wlll not de, 
you muft raife more, fay 15.20. 25-. 
Or 30 per Cent. 

It is evident, you can compel All that 
trade to pay fuch a Value on Export 
and Import, if it be up to 100 per 
Cent. But you can compel no Man to 
trade; and he that does not trade, 
does not pay. Now(fee the natural Cone 
Sequence of this. 


If your Charge advances, your Trade 
will decline ; the more Expence, the iefs 
the Profit ; the lefs the Profit, the lefs the 
Trade: Thefe Things are fonatural, no Man 
can deny them. AGAIN, The lefs the Ex- 
ports, the more the Tax upon thofe that 
remain, for the Charge of fupporting and 
maintaing, ©c. is the fame; you are as 
much oblig’d to keep up the Settlements, 
if 25 Ships go ina Year, as if 150 went; 
and if all is to be rais'd upon the Export, 
then thofe 25 muft pay as muchas the 150 
fhould ——— 

As this falls the heavier, the more the 
Trade declines; fo the more the Trade 
declines, the heavier this will fal, and fo on, 
till all the Traders being difcourag’d, the 
Payments ftop ; as thefe ftop, the Forts and 
Faétories die and decay ; and where’s the 
Security for the Trade in afl this ? The 
Faétors and Agents are ftarv'd, and fly from 
you, your Garrifons abandon the Coun- 
try, and get home as theycan, or perihh: 
among the Negroes by meer Want; your 
Forts fall into the Sea, or which is worfe, 
into the Enemies Hands, and your Trade 
falls with it. 

As then no Body of Men ought to be truft- 
ed with this Trade, but fuch as can give 
Security, that the Trade fhall be prefery’d — 
So no Body of Men can give any Security, 
that the Trade fhall be preferv’d, but fuch 
as are to be brought under Legal Obliga- 
tions to Trade. Jexplain-my felf thus, 
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“AE the Mai of ‘the ‘Fo [ 56 
Jf the Maintenamce of the Forts am 
er smuf ‘depend upon a Tax to be levied 
on the pares and Imports—Unlefs fome 
Boas is oblig’d to export, Ss. fo a Value 
futhicient for the Support of thar Charge, 
wat Fond can be depended upon ? ——— 

e regulated Company thus trading would 
fland on the moft precarious Foundation in 
the World, For, | 


1. They that did export,unlefs they hada 

. good Aflurance, that a fufficient Num- 
‘ber of other Merchants would export 
alfo, would be diftraéted, (1 mean as 
to Trade) for they might have their 
whole Cargo, taken away to maintain 
the Forts and Fa&ories. 

2. If this frighted them from Trade, as 
well it might, then the new Conflitu- 
tion vanith’é at once, and the whole 
Trade would fink. 

3. The Colonies in. the mean time would 
bleed to Death for Want of Slaves ; 
far were the Supply of Negroes but to 
flop one Year—The Plantations would 
fall Sick like a Body, when a Supply of 
Food is with-held from the Stomach. 


I could load this Argument with Parti- 
culars; butIthiak, it is utterly needlefs, 
it feems fo plain, and what is {aid fo demon- 
ftrative, that till I fee fomething faid to 
confute this, it would look like Tautology 
to add any more. 

I fhall go on with the other Schemes ia my 
next. 


peroceeed 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
This Day is publifh’d, 


HE SCQTS NARRATIVE 
Examin’d, with a Vindication of the 
Magifirates of Edinburgh in particular, and 
tie Government ot Britain in general, in 
their Proceedings againft the Epi/copal Dif- 
fenters in Scotland. (Price 6 d.) 
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‘ot GOD, on his long Experience with y 


_ Appetite, purifie th 
Rehe €, purifie the Blood, 


An Advertifement of CH 
¥ Sir WILLIAM READ Her Mai 
‘OCCULIST, Who has by the Ble 


ufual Succefs, cur’d great Numbers of Pec- 
ple of Cancers, Ulcers, Fiftulas, V 
Double and Single, Hair Lips, Wry Necks, 
and other Deformities, with Deainels tha F 
ong Continuance, but efpecially- of 
Blindnefs, Dimne&S of Sight, Catieae sal : 
all Diftempers of the Eyes, and even many 
that have been born Blind. “a 
_ He fhall continue in Town at his Houle 
in thre alg Bog the Strand, where all 
the Afflicted in aforefaid Cafes 
ply to him. somone 
€ continues to give his Advice 
Affiftance to the Poor Gratis, efpectally t - q 
fuch Seamen and Soldiers as have receiy’d 
any Injury to their Sight in the Service of 
their Country whom he has always affifted, °_ 
ever fince the Beginning of King William’s 
Reign, to whom he wasalfo (worn Occulift=__ 
He has cur’d greatNumbers of them in wile 7 
Charity, whe muft otherwife have been 
ufelefs to themfelves, and chargeable to 
the Government, and refolves ftill to cen- 
tinue his Charity te them as freely as ever, 
Such as fend-to his Houle may alfo have 
at reafonable Rates his reftorativeMedicines 
PEE = — picteae Saffufions or 
ara in their inni 
gyt sysk the Sight Fs — , 
_Allfo the Lady READ has by 1o . 3 
rience and very fuccefsful Praétice swede | 
an extraordinary Skill in Couching Cail 
raéts, which fhe performs with 
Dexterity and Succefs, a ee 
H'E Famous LOZE i 
_ &tual in ali Seoukotteh Gant bye: — 
Pains in'the Head and Stomach, caufe “? bee 


t h d give fpeed 
fin Rheumatifms, Dr fie,” ya 
and totally deftroy she vty Seana ee 
, They cure Agues and Fevers of all Sort 
give prefent Eafe in the Cholick Sto hel a 
Gravel, cleanfe the Body after hard Den 4 
ing; as alfo after the Small-Pox Maan ft 
Child-bearing, and are a more i 
athartick Medicine.than ‘any yet kn bai 
Prepar’d only by R. Own eet 


er, A 
the Peftle and Mortar, in Eaft (Stina at 


